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Ambassador Orfila called at his request. He said he was personally . 
and officially distressed over the shocking murder of Consular Agent 
John Patrick Egan. He said he felt personally guilty, frustrated 
and touched by this sad event. He recalled conversations on the' 
Department's proposal to close the Consular Agency in Cordoba 
and his role and that of Foreign Minister Vignes in dissuading 
us from doing this. This background was painful to him. 

He said he knew Mrs. Egan was coming to Washington. Her coming 
here preoccupied Ambassador Orfila. He questioned that anything 
constructive would be gained if she were to decide publicly 
to denounce the Argentine Government for the events leading to 
her husband's death. He said he had called Foreign Minister- Vignes 
to suggest he go out of the way to show personal concern for Mrs. Egan. 
In point of fact Egan had been buried with full honors and the 
Argentine Government had paid -all- the burial costs. 

Ambassador Orfila also said he had querried Foreign Minister Vignes 
and Minister of the Interior Rocamora concerning the withdrawal of 
the guards from the Egan residence. He knew that Ambassador Hill 
had requested an explanation from the GOA concerning this. Ambas- 
sador Orfila said the Argentine authorities were unaware that 
Mr. Egan's guard had been withdrawn. The American Embassy was 
informed but A £jiis was not reported to the Argentine authorities. 



according to Foreign Minister Vignes. Ambassador Orfila quoted 
the Spanish saying to the effect that Mr. Egan also had a respon- 
sibility to assure that he was adequately guarded . 

Ambassador Orfila was told that Mr. Egan for two weeks had 
importuned the Cordoba police authorities for adequate police 
protection. When his requests were unsuccessf ul , he did com- 
municate with the Embassy but his letter arrived only hours be- 
fore his kidnapping. Ambassador Orfila said he knew a formal 
report on this question was being prepared for submission to 
Ambassador Hill. He asked what could be done for Mrs. Egan. He 
was told the Department's plans and he said he would like to be 
advised when she arrived in town. 

Ambassador Orfila then turned to what he said he knew was an 
aspect of the Egan case that disturbed the USG. He said that 
both Foreign Minister Vignes and Minister Rocamora "had assured 
him that there was no connection whatever between the GOA' s 
release of a captured terrorist named Schneider and the sub- 
sequent release by terrorists of the Chief Justice of the Buenos 
Aires Provincial Supreme Court, Anzorreguy. Ambassador Orfila 
said the release of these two men was unfortunate timing but 
there was no connection otherwise. Schneider, a couple of weeks 
previously, had already exercised the option to leave Argentina 
under established constitutional provisions permitting this. 

Ambassador Bowdler said it was very important for the Argentine 
Government clearly to understand U.S. policy in kidnappings 
involving American officials. While we do not pay ransom or 
submit to blackmail, we do encourage negotiations and believe 
the host government must explore every possibility of securing 
the officials' release. The primary responsibility rests with r 
the host government in these cases. 

Ambassador Orfila said there was no confusion in the GOA on 
this matter. He personally talked to Vignes and informed him 
of the USG's concern that some Argentine authorities might believe 
that U.S. policy was inflexibly against negotiation. Vignes 
understood this clearly. He had never said publicly that the 
policy of the USG and the GOA on dealing with terrorists was the 
same, i.e., no negotiations. Orfila said the GOA was much em- 
barrassed by Schneider's statements at his release. It was 
probable, he said, that Schneider's terrorist group made these 
public statements purposely to embarrass the GOA. 

Ambassador Bowdler asked for the citation in the Argentine con- 
stitution which permitted a person being held on political grounds 
to chose expulsion instead of a prison term. Bearing in mind the 


mante case but not citing it, he asked if it also applied to 
igners held in Argentina. Ambassador Orfila said he would 
out and report the citation back to us. He said it was an 
provision and that his own father had availed himself of it. 

ssador Orfila said the Schneider incident was especially 
ettable because it caused the GOA to lose credibility, 
ssador Bowdler asked if the Argentine Government had ever 
ed a public statement that said that the four terrorists 
nded by Egan's captors were not in the GOA's custody. Ambas- 
r Orfila said that the Army had issued a public statement 
ng it did not have two of them but he did not know if there 
other statements. He said it was very important for the 
to clarify this point. He would recommend Vignes speak with 
ssador Hill to clarify these matters for him. 

ssador Orfila was informed that consideration is being given 
losing down the branch USIS offices in Cordoba, Mendoza, and 
rio. He said he hoped this would not be necessary as it 
a bad impression but acknowledged that if the GOA could not 
re them adequate protection, there was probably little else 
ould do. He also indicated concern that the Agricultural 
.che was leaving Buenos Aires. It was explained to him that 
ould be in nearby Montevideo, from where he would frequently 
t Argentina. The Ambassador said although the Egan case was 
eat tragedy, it did serve to re-enforce our good relations 
emphasize the importance that they be maintained. Ambassador 
iler agreed that our bilateral relations were good. Fortunately 
press had not played up the Egan case. 

issador Orfila said Ambassador Hill's actions had created a 
’ good impression throughout the Egan incident. He was calm- 
reasoned. He adopted firm positions but was gentle in the 
he presented them. Because of his good work, possible 
.ous damage to bilateral relations was not caused. 

conversation then turned to Orfila 's candidacy for Secretary 
sral of the OAS. In this discussion no new ground was covered. 




